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THIS extensive report (227 pages, 58 X-ray plates, 99 statistical tables, and 22 charts) contains
an account of the most comprehensive survey so far carried out in England. Following the earlier
work in Scandinavia and North America, the planning of the work has obviously benefited by
the earlier experience of foreign epidemiologists.
The material is composed of five groups of the population: (1) Contacts, who were mainly
family contacts of tuberculous patients; (2) Controls drawn from the general population, and
excluding tuberculous patients; (3) Nurses working in London hospitals; (4) Medical students;
(5) Boys in naval training schools.
The technique of the survey inicluded Mantoux testing, chest radiology, and other clinical
investigations as necessary at annual intervals. Approximately 10,000 persons were studied,
although the original plan of the survey had to be curtailed owing to the war. The mass of
observations accumulated by the Prophit scholars has been set out with great clarity and in
full detail, and thus forms a most valuable factual record regarding tuberculosis in England. One
of the most interesting findings is the excess of tuberculosis morbidity and mortality among the
Irish and Welsh nurses working in London. After full consideration of thle Xvarious factors
which may contribute to this definitely increased liability to tuberculosis, it appears clear that
the genetic factor has at least some influence.
Although the report is mainly of interest to epidemiologists and tuberculosis workers, it forms
also a valuable clinical record. The finding that forty-one cases considered inactive when first
examined broke down subsequently, is an important pointer to the need for prolonged observation
of the doubtfully active, "early" tuberculous adult. The conclusions of the Prophit scholars are
well worthy of serious consideration, as they are based on carefully observed facts xwhich have
been closely scrutinised and fully discussed by a committee whose names must inspire respect.
The report shows a definite bias irt favour of th exogenous theory of superinfection, and those
who wish to read both sides of the question should refer to A. L. Jacob's critical review in
Tubercle, September, 1948. The Prophit Survey is one of the most valuable publications
regarding tuberculosis which have appeared in Great Britain of recent years. B. R. L.
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MOST physicians, surgeons, and pediatricians have encountered cases of hydrocephalus. They often
find that while the diagnosis may present little difficulty, current text-books and even articles
in special journals afford little assistance. These are confused by unsatisfactory discussions of
the possible atiology and the probable location of the lesion. In consequence, treatment and prog-
nosis have often been inadequate and unsatisfactory. Pathologists have sometimes congratulated
themselves on the precision of their autopsy findings in this condition, but too often they must
admit that they have failed to establish a satisfactory basis for the condition. There is no doubt
that many medical text-books, which are excellent in other respects, present a discussion of
hydrocephalus which is entirely out of date. Professor Dorothy Russell has made a noteworthy
contribution to the pathology of the condition by a careful and systematic study of valuable and
carefully selected material. She has presented her findings in a clear and lucid manner, and with
sufficient attention to its clinical importance to attract the interest of all who are concerned with
this problem.
The material for this book was collected by Professor Russell at the London Hospital and,
during the war years, in the Nuffield Department of Surgery at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford.
It ilustrates the value of the traditional method and discipline of morbid anatomy. This implies
not only a detailed autopsy and the histological study of well-chosen sections, but a careful
correlation of this with the clinical record, which must include an adequate history and physical
107examination, as well as the relevant laboratory tests. As such cases are collected and eompared
with one another by a critical worker, such as Professor Russell, certain highly pertinent facts
and generalisations emerge, especially when these observations are integrated with what is known
of physiological function. These observations often appear to represent only a synthesis of existing
information, with a consolidation of some theories and the rejection of others, and may seem
to necessitate only a slight change in current beliefs. They rarely have the impact of originality
of some experimental studies, but they often represent more definite advances in our under-
standing of disease processes.
This monograph does not represent any really new discoveries, but it does achieve a considerable
clarification of a difficult subject without any unjustifiable over-simplification. Its approach is
conventional. The author affirms that while the lesions themselves vary, the general rule holds,
that, wherever they arise, dilation of the pathway of the cerebrospinal fluid proceeds in a
retrograde fashion to the lateral ventricles. An obstruction always exists somewhere in this path-
way and the term idiopathic should be avoided. The time-honoured categories of malformation,
gliosis of the aqueduct, inflammations, tumours, and dural sinus thrombosis are discussed, and
the lesions and their results illustrated by many brief, but pertinent, clinical and autopsy records.
Malformations of the aqueduct must be considered by comparison with the normal structure of
the aqueduct at the same level. Professor Russell shows that fixation of the spinal cord cannot
be the basis of the Arnold-Chiari malformation, but she can offer no explanation. Many cases
of gliosis of the aqueduct must still remain obscure as regards etiology, though some appear to
be part of a more widespread granular ependymitis. The importance of inflammation, with or
without infection, and often not apparent clinically or dismissed as a trivial and obscure illness
in early childhood or the first weeks of life, is discussed in connection with internal hydro-
cephalus. This may follow proven meningitis and leave no macroscopic lesions in the leptomeninges.
This emphasises the need for early and really effective therapy of meningitis by properly selected
chemotherapeutic or antibiotic substances. Syphilis is now considered to be a very rare cause
of hydrocephalus. Perhaps the most unsatisfactory chapter is that concerned with dural sinus
thrombosis and thrombophlebitis. Further understanding of this would appear to depend on an
advance in our knowledge of the physiology of the absorption of the cerebrospinal fluid.
This monograph is well produced on art paper and its ninety illustrations are almost all
excellent, well chosen, and clearly produced. Its paper covers are adequate for anything but
library use, and it is interesting to speculate on what such a monograph would cost if published
commercially, especially if produced in America and bound with unnecessary elegance. This mono-
graph is, indeed, one to buy and keep rather than to borrow from a library. J. E. M.
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